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at a short distance below where the present mill stands. By this
survey, the place then called Uxbridge, but having long since
lost its identity, is clearly defined. It may be said to have been
where the Salem road crossed the creek, before the King's high-
way was laid by law, nearly in its present position. This point
was about one-fourth of a mile above the mouth of the run before
named, and, no doubt, above the head of the pond as the flow
then stood; which pond was a diminutive affair, in comparison
to the beautiful sheet of water that now covers the same and
much larger premises. The name, however, was not confined
to the particular place, but was applied generally to the sur-
rounding neighborhood ; yet, as the road was changed and the
bridge went to decay, the name, in like manner, was, in the
lapse of time, forgotten.

Near the head of the south branch of Cooper’s creek in
Gloucester township, he purchased several adjoining tradts of
land of different persons; part of which was sold to Joseph
Thorne in 1706,* who sold part to Joseph Bates in the same
year.¥ ‘This property adjoined the estate of John Hillman,
including several farms around where the White Horse tavern
now stands. The deed made by him to Joseph Thorne included
the homestead estate on Cooper’s creek, and, perhaps, extin-
guished his title to land in West New Jersey.

At the time of the last sale he had removed to Chester county,
Pennsylvania; previously to which he had visited the home of
his ancestors in England to look after the intevests given to him
by his father.®* His residence being beyond the bounds of New
Jersey, there is no means of tracing him to the time of his
decease. He was probably a bachelor, as his signatures to the
various conveyances made by him stand alone, conclusive
that, however large his estate, he did not halve his sorrows
and double his joys by taking to himself a helpmate in the days
of his youth. Alas, for him!

30 Lib. Gy, 3.
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HERE is no one thipg that interferes so much with the

conneting of events in the early history of the scttlement
of New Jersey with the adventurers who originated them, as
the loss of the names of the passengers that came over in the
first ships. ‘This was one of the difficulties that Samuel Smith
sought to overcome in the first history of the State; but the
fewness of the names which he secured, and the meagreness of
the sketches given in his ook, show that he has failed in this
particular. In isolated cases a family of cmigrants may be
traced beyond the sea; but this is the case only when litigated
estates find a record among the archives of the Commonwealth,
involving the particular family before such emigration took
place. Tt is remarkable that correst and complete records were
not kept by the proprietors, in whose interest most of the early
settlers came, and from whom.the title to their land had to be
derived. If such were now in existence, much valuable and
interesting information could be obtained. The number and
the names of the vessels that arrived here have but a vague and
uncertaln account rendered of them, while the families and
individuals which they brought, in very many instances, have
been lost sight of altogether. The first record of Salem colony,
in 165§, gives the names of most of the persons that came over
with John Fenwick: bitt there doubtless' were many names of

heads of families; and of those who. afterwards became such,
“that were left out of: these lists, and ‘the conne&ion of such
with their settlement at home has’ thus been entirély destroyed.
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The court minutes of Burlington, commenced in 1680—a curious
volume in its way, also give the names of most of the free-
holders that arrived; but they are silent concerning such as
neither held land, nor fell into litigation with their neighbors,
constituting a large number, perhaps, a majority of those that
made up the community,

‘Through this kind of negle, it is impossible to trace the
history of persons whose participation in the affairs of the
colony rendered them prominent during their day and genera-
tion; of whose antecedents as well as those of their ancestors,
it would be desirable to know something, The subje of this
sketch is in this category.

John Hugg was probably an Irislhman, coming from the parish
of Castle Ellis, in the county of Wexford, Ireland.' Although
not a partner in the Newton settlement, he had some dealings
with those adventurers, and was acquainted with them in the
mother country. He was a Friend, since, in 1669, he was
imprisoned for not paying a tax to repair the church at Rosdn-
ellis, Queens’ county, Ireland.? He was a man of considerable
estate, but was not a partner in the enterprise that brought his
wife’s family to New Jersey, neither does his name appear in
any of the proceedings in relation to the title of their land.
His first residence stood upon the Browning cstate, where Little
Timber creck falls into Great Timber creek, but a short distance
from the river Delaware, commanding a view of both strcams,
as well as of much of the river before his house. For the pur-
poses of a landing, and for the accommodation of the immediate
neighborhood, none better could be procured; this made it a
public place for many yecars after the death of the first owner,
as a whatf for wood and lumber to be taken away, and for hay
brought thither from the rivet islands, to be consumed among
tlie farmers in that region. L _

His first location included five hundred acres, which he pur-
chased of Robert Zane in 1683 ; the property was bounded by
both streams, extending more than a mile up the same, and by a
line running nearly south from one to the other.’ At this writing,

"1 Lib, EF, 246,
2 Friends’ Wrlttngs.
3 Revel's Book, 53,
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it is probable that very little of the old head-line is in existence,
as the exchange and division of real cstate adjoining the same,
since its first running, have destroyed its identity.! For some
reason, the owner devised part of said tract of land to his great-
grand-son William Hugg, who did not come into possession of
the same for nearly a half century,—showing the desire on the
part of the donor to keep his estate in the name and family.®
During that lapse of time, a bridge was built over the Great
Timber Creek, and a highway established between Satem and
Burlington, which has also been changed and improved since
the first laying out. What was then an unbroken forest, has in
these latter years been brought into cultivation, and is now
among the most vaiuable of our real estate.

The place where John Hugg's house stood has much of his-
toric interest about it from the faét of its being claimed as the
spot where stood Fort Nassau, which was built by the Dutch in
1623, and was the first attempt at scttlement by the Europeans
on the shores of the river Pelaware.  ‘This, for many years, has
been a mooted question among historians without any approach
to a conclusion, and it may always so be, Of the existence
of such fort, called by that name, built by the Hollanders and
near that place, there can be no doubt; yet the exact spot
where it stood will always remain an open question, and a
fruitful subject of controversy among antiquarians, On Van-
derdonck's map of 1656, it is placed Dbelow the mouth of
Great Timber creck. The map found in Campanius’s history
has the fort in the same place, and Gabriel Thomas marks it
upon his map as a Dutch fort above the mouth of Cooper's
creck. Upon a map of the Dutch and Swedish scttlements
along the Delaware, attached to Ferris’s history, this point of
dispute is placed where the city of Gloucester now stands, and
is stated to have been erefted twenty years before the fort at
Elsinburg was built, or a settlement attempted to be made at
that place. - Other maps made in the interest of the various
claimants, extending in date from 1656 to 1703, put the fort in
different places, but always within a few miles of the mouth of
"4 Dividend Book, a1, 0, $, G, | | |
§ Bull’s Bock, 106, O, 5.6,
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Timber creek ; but as none of these were published until after
it was destroyed by the natives, such authorities may themselves
be questionable upon this subje&.

The Historical Society of Pennsylvania, being much inter-
ested in the settlement of ‘this question, in 1852 appointed a
committee to institute inquiries touching the location of Fort
Nassau, in which Edward Armstrong, of Philadelphia, took an
aftive part, and visited several places near Gloucester for that
purpose.® From what was colle€ted, this gentleman prepared
and read a paper before that Society, and also before the New
Jersey Association ; this paper was exhaustive and interesting,
yet he teaves the difficulty about where he found it, to be pursued
by some ambitious person determined to accomplish that in
which all his predecessors have failed., The attention of Mr,
Armstrong was called to the particular spot above named by
John Redfield, a gentleman who has for many years resided in
the neighborhood, and taken much interest in the discovery of
the site of the old fort.

A daughter of this gentleman having upon one occasion
brought home a rare fiower from the river shore, one which,
he suspefted, was not indigenous, he visited the spot where it
was plucked, and found pieces of Dutch brick and ware near
by, and portions of a wall surmounted by a few logs, indicating
the remains of a redoubt or building erected for defence. This
evidence is certainly very strong, and, in the absence of better,
will go far towards settling this much vexed question. The
interval of two hundred and forty-six years leaves a wide gap in
the history of events; and a careful preservation of interme-
diate occurrences must happen, or else the corroding hand of
time will destroy‘every trace.

- Whether the house of John Hugg stood upon the site of the
old fort, partly bullt of Dutch brick and surroiinded by Dutch
flowers, cannot be settled at this writing, but it is certain that
he remained there until ‘his death, which occurred in 1%06.’
His children consisted of four sons: John, who mairied Priscilla
Collins ; Ehas, who married Margaret Collins (both daughters
nf Franeis) ;. Joseph who martied Sarah and Charles-

_ & Procetdings of. N. 1. His, Soclely, Vol 6, too, toz, :57, :85. T
7Llh No. t,:ﬁé - o
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He was probably a middle-aged man when he came to New
Jersey, and his children of marriageable age, for they soon set-
tled around him and became prominent citizens. Excepting as
a member of the colonial Legislature in 1685, he does not appear
to have participated in political affairs, and but little is known
of him beyond his buying and selling of real estate in the
section where he lived.® Among that which he disposed of, was
a lot in Gloucester, sotd to Henry Jennings, of Salem, in 1703.°

This is probably the individual about whom so much inquiry
has been made, as being the conneing link between a large
number of descendants scattered through this region, and a
fabulous amount of money held in abeyance in the strong
government chest in old England, seeking for an owner through
his blood. He was a son of William and ‘Mary Jennings, of
the parish of Clemond-deane, in the county of Surrey, Eng-
tand, He was born 7th month, e1st, 1642, and married Margaret
Busse, of the parish of St. Bartholomew, London, 1st month,
18th, 1666, a daughter of Paul Busse of York city.” Their last
abode Defore emigrating was at Kingston-near-on-the-Thames.
They came to Salem in the ship Kent, and arrived 6th month,
23d, 1677. By occupation, he was a tailor. He became the
owner of considerable estate in Salem and the neighborhood,
where he remained several years after his settlement there."
His name frequently occurs among those of the first settlers;
but whether he was the prospeétive heir to the immense estates
which his descendants claim for him, may appear in the future.
He removed to Philadelphia, where he deceased in 1705, teaving
but a small family and a limited amount of property."

His widow survived him, and in her will made mention of
his family, and thus did much to conneét her husband with those
of that name in these parts, with which, with but little trouble,
the relation could be made complete.” In'that writing she gave
o' portion of her real estate to Isaac Jennings and Sarah Jennings,
“reputed son and daughter of ‘my husband, Henry fennings," —a
significent expression, and one that niay clear up a long con-

tinued difficulty. _
8 Lib. G3, 470, - ' 11 Sater Records,
¢ Basse's Book, rrr, g o - 12 Files of Balem Willy,

10 Salem Records, SR . 13 Gloucester Files, 1728,
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As a starting point, however, his settlement here is material,
and, if accepted as a basis, might lead to valuable developments
in both diretions. If the half be true that is said of the
barrels of coin and square miles of land awaiting the lawful
claimants, more persistent efforts may be made to secure their
distribution among the patient, yet hopeful owners,

John Hugg, Jr., was one of the most a@ive public men of his
day. For six years from 169g, he was one of the judges of the
several courts of Gloucester county, and, for ten years, was
sele€ted by the governor as one of his council, an evidence
of his worth as a just and upright man, In 1703, he was
appointed one of the commissioners to purchase land of the
Indians, and to adopt a plan with that people to collet them
together in certain localities in West Jersey,—a duty which
required good judgment and much delicacy, so as to avoid
the difficultics that gencrally attend such undertakings, and
frequently led to the shedding of blood. The strong attach-
ment of the Indian to the home of his childhood and the graves
of his ancestots, has always been a marked feature in him, and
the attempt to break in upon these feelings has setdom ended in
peace. In the discharge of these duties, however, the commis-
sioners accomplished everything, and, in after years, the last of
this people took their departure for other and better hunting
grounds, without a word of censurc or reproach towards those
who, very soon thercalter, occupied their abandoned possessions.

The last public position that he held, was perhaps that of
sheriff, to which he was appointed in 1726, and In which he
served for four years. Between 1696 and 1710, he made
several locations of Jand between Great and Little Timber
creeks, extending nearly to the head of the latter and across to
the former, including what is now known as the Crispin farm,
which, taken in conne&ion with the surveys made by his father,
brought all that territory within the one family, from whom
‘the title can be traced,” He also made surveys on Mantua and
Raccoon creeks in Gloucester county, and on Alloway's creek
in Salem coutity,

14 Lib, AAA, 93,
15 Lib, A, 3§ to 110, 0. S| Q.
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In 1703, he ‘conveyed to the church wardens of the Swedish
church at Raccoon, in Gloucester county, one lot of land
towhere the church was late erefled,” and also another tra& on
Raccoon creek.!* The church wardens were Wollo Dalbo,
William Cobb, Wollo Peterson and Frederick Hoffman. This
church is one of the conneting links of the present with the
early history of the settlements of West New Jersey, the history
of which deserves preservation.!” His wife, as the daughter of
Francis Collins, had received from ber father part of one of his
surveys, which John Hugg and wife, in conne@ion with parts
of his own land, conveyed to John Hinchman in 16g9g."* This
grant extended to the north side of the south branch of Newton
creek, including about one thousand acres of land ; the remain-
der of his estate reached southwardly to Great Timber creek,
showing his landed property to have been large and, even at
that early day, very valuable. The residence of this man was
probably near the fast named stream, on that part now known
as the Crispin estate, which he called ¢‘Plain Hope ;' where a
great breadth of meadow land was secured, and the advantage
of navigation enjoyed. He was noted for the great number of
slaves in his possession, the descendants of whom now constitute
a large part of the colored population among us.

John Hugg deceased in 1730, his death being noticed by
Smith in his history of New Jersey, in which reference is made
to his services as a public man and a trust-worthy public ser-
vant." He was found on the ground near his house, speechless ;
he died the same day, respe€ted by all who knew him, His
second wife (Elizabeth Newbie, whom he married in 1714), and
the following named children, survived him: Mary, who mar-
tied Thomas Lippincott; Hannah, Sarah, Priscilla, Joseph,
Gabriel, John, Elias and Jacob. John died under age, and
Elias without children,

The old homestead fell to the share of Elias Hugg, who lived
in the domicile occupied by his fither, where he doubtless kept
a storc to supply watermen and lumber dealers with such prowi-
sions as they found- necessary, The occupatmn and chara&er

16 Lib, EF, 136, o o 18 Lib, Gg,a 5 .
12 Lib, A, 183, . 19 Smhh’s lhstory of N. J. ,424
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of his customers made whiskey and tobacco large items in his
sales, and his premises furnished the scene of many carousals
among them when detained by wind or tide.

The land that Francis Collins conveyed to Margaret, the
wife of Elias Hugg,® they sold before the death of her father ;
part of this was purchased by Simeon Ellis, being bounded
on the south side by the north branch of Cooper's creek,
It included the town of Ellisburg, and several surrounding farms.
Other traéts they disposed of to various persons, and, at her
death, none of her estate remained in their possession,®

Joseph Hugg settled at Gloucester Point, as known in 1723,
and kept the ferry for several years after that time, The estab-
lishmént and maintenance of the ferry from Gloucester to Wick-
aco can be traced through the records with much accuracy,
showing that, although the distance was greater than ordinary,
yet the demand for transportation was sufficient to make it
remunerative. This, like others of its day, consisted of an
open flat-boat, worked with long sweeps and small sails, bu!
controtled very much by the movement of the tide. The first
license for a ferry between the points above named, was gianted
by the county courts to William Royden, in 1688, one ycar
before the town was laid out by Thomas Sharp.” Wickaco had
also been put in shape by the surveyor sent oul by William
Penn; and what had been the residence of a few Swedes and
Finns, was now the embryo city of Philadelphia, with straight
and rectangular streets, meeting-houses and markets. In 1698,
John Reading became the owner, and was licensed by the same
authority.® In 1707, John Spey (whose term of office as sherifl
had just expired,) became the proprietor, and so continued
until 1722, when Joseph Hugg succeeded him.* He maintained
it for eight years, and disposed of the same to Richard Wildon,
who was followed by John Ladd in x735. As roads were
straightencd and improved, bridges built and the country more
thickly settled, Cooper’s ferries had the preference among trav-
elers, sirice the distance across the river was much shortened,
with less risk and much greater speed. “These advantages had

20 Lib, 63, 71. | 23 Lib, AAA, %o,

- ot Lib. 8, No, 6,328, 0.8.G. - 24 Lib, AAA; 183,
* a4 Gloucestér Records, _ ' S o
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their effeét, which the public were prompt in discovering, and
the Gloucester ferry, with varying fortunes, maintained but a
secondary importance, until the introduétion of stcam and
other various improvements on both shores of the river, It
need hardly be said here that Gloucester was the county town
for many years, where the courts were held and the records
kept. In the progress of improvement, it gradually lost its
central position and became less desirable for such purposes;
it was ultimately abandoned, and soon forgotten as the political
and judicial nucleus of the old bailiwick. In the early days of
the colony, the records were not considered of much value, and
were kept in the dwelling of the clerk, in constant danger of
loss by fire or miscarriage. An affidavit of John Reading, made
in 1711, in which year he was clerk, has been entered among
the books at Burlington, showing that his house was burned in
that year, and that many deeds and other valuable papers were
destroyed.® This accounts for the absence of many title papers
often inquired for, but never found, as well as for a break in
the records of Old Gloucester, that has led to much trouble
among land owners and claimants.

Joseph Hugg deceased in 1757, leaving but two children,
Samuel and Joseph.®* The family at this day is limited,
and a continued decrease, for the next half century, may leave
none of the name, where, for nearly one hundred years, it was
as numerous as any other. The large landed estate once in
possession of the second generation has long since passed away
from the blood, only to be remembered among the blurred deeds
and musty records of the past. Although the collateral branches
of the family maintained through the female line, are numerous,
yet a fatality scems to have attended the other sex and to have
well nigh extirpated it from among us.

25 Lib, BBB, g¢3.
36 Lib. No. g, 66.
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